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No works shall find acceptance, on that day 

When all disguises shall be rent away, 

hat square not truly with the scripture plan, 

Nor spring from love to God, or leve to man. 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


The Unreasonableness of Indecision 
im Keligion---No. 3. 


There are some whoare undecided in regard to the 
question, whether they will become religious or not. 
Although they appear to have no disposition to deny 
the reality of religion, yet they never seem to consider 
it as a matter of deep concern to them. Among all the 
numerous calculations which they make, there are found 
no resolutions to become the servants of God. They 
are resolved to do many things which they view to be 
duty, and in which they suppose their interest to be in- 
volved. But in none of these is there a determination 
to give their hearts te God, to repent of their sins against 
him, and to flee to Christ as their only security from de- 
served punishment. They cherish many sanguine hopes 
of happiness. But in all the variety of enjoyments 
which they anticipate, that joy and peace in believing, 
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which are the Christian’s chief consolation, become ob. 
jects, neither of their desire nor of their pursuit. Now 
as the exercise of that love to God, and other holy aif- 


fections, which constitute the nature of true religion, is . 


their duty; a duty too, on the performance of which, 
their present and future happiness is depending, it is un- 
reasonable that they should remain a day without de- 
termining to become truly religious. If the resolution 
of Joshua, * As for me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord,” was a reasonable one, all who feel no resolution 
to become the servants of God, are certainly acting a 
very unreasonable part. 

But it is believed that there are, comparatlvely, few 
among those who believe in the truth of the Christian 
Religion, who are not resolved, sooner or later, to be- 
come religious. ‘The indecission of the multitude on this 
subject is, in regard to the time when they shall become 
the servants of God. Most, if not all, who view religion 
us the one thing needful, intend, sooner or later, to 
make this the business of their lives. The youth, con- 
vinced in some measure of bis sins, and perceiving the 
necessity of repenting, resolves, that he will not, like 
many others, trifle away the day of his probation, with- 
out attending to the concerns of hissoul. But the pres- 
ent time is occupied by an attention to other things, 
more congenial to the feelings of his carnal heart. Be- 
fore he becomes religious, he wishes to indulge himself 
a little longer in the pleasures of sin, to acquire property 
sufficient to establish himself in the world, and to arrive 
at that degree of distinction which shall ensure him the 
respect of his contemporaries. Still, loving the world 
more than God, and prizing his temporal interest more 
highly than the salvation of his soul, he is never ready 
to begin the work for which he was sent into the world 
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In his most serious hours, he fixes tpon some future 
time, when he will begin his life anew. The proposed 
time arrives: but he finds no greater inducements te 
change his course than when he first made his resolution. 
Some other time still future is perhaps designated as the 
period of his reformation. This arrives, and passes 
away like the other, without producing the intended 
change. ‘The man of business receives a momentary 
impression of the shortness of life, and the importance 
of religion. Amidst his distracting cares, now and then 
an anxious thought disturbs his mind. But however 
important religion may at times appear, he cannot at- 
tend to it now. When the hurry of his present engage- 
ment is over, when the plans which he has formed are 
all executed, and the object of his ambition attained, he 
hopes to have leisure for serious reflection. But to his 
present engagements succeeds those of more importance 
New plans, for the increase of his wealth, more compli- 
cated and extensive than the former, are adopted. And 
his ambition, so far from being satiated with what he has 
acquired, has increased in proportion as it has been in- 
dulged. To every serious thought respecting his spir- 
itual welfare, which intrudes itself upon his more im- 
portant concerns, he says, go thy way for this time, when 
I have a more convenient season, | will call for thee. 
The man of pleasure, although generally too much in- 
toxicated with his inebriating cup, to think seriously upon 
the subject of religion, sometimes perceives the vanity 
of his enjoyments, and feels the importance of choos. 
ing a better portion. But a desire to indulge him- 
self a little longer in his delusive course breaks his firm- 
est resolution of amendment. No consideration of the 
unreasonableness of his conduct destroys his relish for 
sinful pleasures. Notwithstanding the remonstrances of 
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his conscience, the terrors of the Divine law, and the 
threatenings and promises of the gospel, he cannot be 
persuaded to forsake his sins, and to follow Christ. A 
dependance upon a future reformation, although he 
knows not when it will take place, keeps him quiet in a 
state of enmity to God, and exposed to his wrath. He 
is determined, with respect to every important concern 
of a worldly nature, and perhaps with respect to the 
time of attending to it. But when he thinks of a proper 
season to begin a life of religion, he hesitates and re- 
mains undecided. There is, among all classes of sinners, 
a disposition to delay the subject of religion, and at the 
same time that they cherish a kind of resolution to become 
the servants of God in future, they appear to be resoly- 
ed to remain as they are for the present. But this inde- 
cision inregard to the time of becoming religious is 
very unreasonable. It is treating this most important 
of all subjects as they would not treat any other impor- 
tant subject. Every moment they remain destitute of 
religion, they are enemies to God, and the objects of 
his displeasure. The longer they continue in sin, the 
greater is the danger of ther being hardened under its 
influence, and ihe less the probability of their ever for- 
saking it. But how unreasonable to remain enemies of 
that God, who is the source of all excellence, and the 
author of all their blessings. How unreasonable for 
them to live in consiant exposure tothe anger ofia Be- 
ing, whose fayor is life, and whose frown is death, when 
they might as well enjoy his approving smiles. It is un- 
reasonable for them to neglect religion for the present, 
with a yiew toattend to it in future, not only because 
they are liable to grow more and more indisposed to at- 
tend to it, but because they have no assurance of future 
time. They are presumptuous to boast of to-morrow, 
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for they know not whata day may bring forth. Before 
the time shall arrive, when they are flattering them- 
selves that they shall be disposed to become religious, 
they may find themselves in a condition, in which, the 
want of religion may render them completely and for- 
ever miserable. “Behold! nowis the accepted time: 
Behold! now is the day of salvation.” 


The Life of Faith. 


While saints and sinners are here in this world, they 
are surrounded by the same objects, they pass through 
the same scenes, and apparently live the same life.— 
But yet they are really walking in different paths, and 
pursuing different ends. And this is owing to the differ- 
ent objects upon which their hearts and hopes are fixed 
Sinners walk by sight; and are governed in all their 
conduct by things which are seen and temporal; but 
saints walk by faith, and live under the influence of un- 
seen and eternal objects. Hence, says the Apostle, 
speaking in the name of all believers, « We’ walk by 
faith, notby sight ;” by which he plainly means, that 
saints live by faith of invisible objects. And to illustrate 
this truth, it may be proper, 

1. To consider the invisible objects in which saints 
believe ;—And, 2. Consider why they may be said to 
live by faith of such objects. 

1. Let us conaider the invisible objects in which saints 
believe. 

The objects of sight are never objects of fait; and 
iherefore the objects of faith are always invisible. So 
the Apostle represents the matter, ‘ Now faith is the 
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substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 

! seen.” The iavisible objects, in which saints believe, 
are the greatest and mést glorious objects in the uni- 
verse. For, 

1. They believe in the King eternal, immortal, in- 
visible, the only wise God. They no more doubt the 
existence of the Deity, than their own existence. The | 
Being of God is the first principle of all their religious 
views and prospects. “For, says the Apostle, he that 
cometh to God mast believe that he is, and that he is 
a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” It was P 
the language of the Old Testament saints, “« Have we 
not all one Father? hath not one God created us ?”— 
And it is the language of the New Testament saints, 
“Though there be gods many and lords many; yet to | 
us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all 
things, and we by him.” ‘Though no man hath seen 
God at any time; and though ao mortal eye can see 
him, yet he has always been an object of faith to be- ' 
lievers. David believed the being and perfections of the } 
Deity. “O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known 
me. Thou knowest my down-sitting and mine up-rising, 
thou understandest my thoughts afar off.” And it is said 
of Moses, that he endured as seeing him who is invisible. 

2. Saints believe in Christ, the divine Redeemer. He 
was once an objeot of sight; but he is now aa object of 

’ faith. Saints believe, that he was the Son of God and 
become man; that he died a painful and ignominous 
death, without the gates of Jerusalem ; that by his death, 

he made an atonement for sin, and rendered it consist- 
ent with the character of God, to save sinners for his 

sake ; that he rose from the dead, ascended into heaven, 
and there lives to make intercession for those, whom the 

Father hath given him ; that he has all power in heav- 
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en and earth committed into his hands, and is made head 
over all things to the church; and that he will continue 
to govern the world, until he hath subdued all things to 
himself, and completed the great work of redemption. 

This glerious and all-sufficient Saviour has been an 
object of faith to all saints, both before and since his in- 
carnation. By faith Abel saw him and was saved. By 
faith, Abraham.saw his day and bis death, and rejoiced 
By faith, Job saw him and trusted in him. By faith, 
Simeon and Anna, and other pious persons waited for his 
coming. And by faith, Christians ever since have be- 
lieved in him to the saving of their souls. The Apos- 
tle Peter represents all Christians as having a strong and 
lively faith in their absent and invisible Saviour. “ Whom 
having not seen ye love; in whom, though now ye see 
him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory.” 

3. Saints believe in the great realities of the invisible 
world, which are revealed and promised in the word of 
God. Sothe Apostle represents Abraham and the other 
ancient patriarchs. ‘ Abraham sojourned in the land of 
promise asin a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles 
with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs of the same promise : 
For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God.” And after mentioning his 
pious posterity, he adds, “ These all died in faith, not 
having received the promises, but having seen them 
afar off, and were persuaded of-them, and embraced 
them, and confessed that they were strangers and pil- 
grims on the earth. For they that say such things de- 
clare plainly, that they seek a country.” The primi- 
tive Christians as fully believed in these great invisible 
realities of the invisible world. This the Apostle Paul 
frequently observes, while he ‘s comforting them under- 
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the pressing evils and calamities of the present state.— 
*‘ For I reckon, says he, that the sufferings of this pres- 

ent time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 

which shall be revealedin us. For we are saved by 
hope; but hope that is seen isnot hope: for what aman 

seeth, why doth he yethope for?” He speaks the same lan- 
guage to the saints at Coriath : “ For our light affliction, 

which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more ex. 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory ; while we look not at 
the things which are seen, but at the things which are not 
seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but 
the things which are not seen are eternal. For we know 
that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dis- 
solved, we have a building of God, an house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens. For we that are in 
this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that 
we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality 
might be swallowed up of life. Now he that hath 
wrought us for the self-same thing is God, who also hath 
given unto us the earnest of the Spirit. Therefore we 
are always confident, knowing that whilst we are at 
home in the body, we are absent from the Lord—For we 
walk by faith, not by sight.” And the Apostle John ten- 
derly suggests the same quickening and consoling 
thoughis to believers. “ Beloved, now are we the sons 
of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be 

but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be 
like him; for we shall see himas heis. And every man 
that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he 
is pure.” Though saints are never allowed, while they 
tabernacle in flesh, to look within the veil, which di- 
vides time frem eternity; yet they have a faith which 
renders future things present, and invisible things visible. 


I may add, 
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4. Saints believe in the promises of God respecting 


themselves and his church in general. By faith, they 
pray, “ thy kingdom come.” ‘They believe the king- 
dom of God will yet flourish and spread through all the 
earth. And they believe, that God will be as 
rood as his word, respecting their own condition in the 
world. This faith which is common to all good men, the 
Apostle expresses in very strong and confident terms.— 
“« And we know that all things work together for good 
to them that love God, to them who are called accord- 
ing to his purpose.” Such are the great, and glorious, and 
invisible objects, in which all true saints believe. And 
on this account, they are said, “to walk by faith, not 
by sight.” But this leads to inquire, 

ll. Why they may be said to live by faith of such in- 
visible objects. This representation is common and em- 
phatical in scripture. The prophet Habakkuk says, 
“The just shall live by faith.” The Apostle Paul 
quotes this text no less than three times, in three dif- 
ferent Epistles. In his Epistle to the Romans, he says, 
“Tor therein is the righteousness of God revealed from 
faith to faith: as it is written, “ The just shall live by 
faith.” In the Galatians, he says, “ But that no man is 
justified by the law in the sight of God,it is evident : for, 
“The just shall live by faith.” And to the Hebrews, 
he says, “ Now the just shall.live by faith.’ There 
must be some just grounds forthis mode of speaking : 
or some good reasons, why saints are thus represented 
as living by faith. And though many reasons might be 
assigned for their being represented in this light, yet 1 
shall, at present, offer only the two following. 

1. Tkey may be properly said to live or walk by faith 
of invisible objects, because their faith in these objects is 
habitual and permanent. Enoch walked with God, that 
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is, as the Apostle explains it, he lived by an habituc 
faith in God. He not only once or twice, or a few times, 
realized the Being and presence of God, and the great 
realities which are inseparably connected with such 4 
belief; but he habitually walked under a realizing fait), 
of his great Creator andPreserver. So it is said of Mo 
ses, that “ he endured as seeing him who is invisible.“ 
{t was habitual to him to realize the existence and {| 
hand of the sovereign Disposer of all events. Th 
l’salmist says, “I have set the Lord always before me.” 
And the Apostle says of himself and of Christians, “ Our 
conversation is in heaven ;”’ that is by faith, they lived in 
heaven, or in the view of the invisible objects of eternity 
And the Apostle speaks of such a habitual faith in future 
and eternal things, as essential to all. who have been 
raised from spiritual death to spiritual life. «If ye then 
be risen with Christ, seek these things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth, on the right hand of God. Set 
your affections on things above, not on things on the 
earth. For ye are dead and your life is hid with Christ 
in God.” Now if saints habitually exereise faith in the 
invisible objects of the invisible world, then they may be 
said to hive by faith, and not by sight. Their life may be 
considered as a life of faith. Though they may be sub- 
yect to unbelief, at certain seasons, as Jacob, Elijah, Pe- 
ter, and the other Apostles were; yet it may be said in 
general, with great propriety, that they walk by faith, 
and not by sight. And this leads me to observe, 

2. That there is another reason, why they may be 
said to live by faith, and that is this: It is by faith, that 
they derive their highest satisfaction and comfort from 
invisible objects. Faith is the foundation of their hopes 
of pardoning mercy, sanctifying grace, and future 
blessedness. Without faith, their spiritual life could 
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not be maintained. They derive light, and joy, and 
comfort, from their faith in God, in Christ, and in 











a the great and precious promises of the gospel. So 
" that they live their spiritual life wholly by faith. In 
" this sense, the prophet saith, “ The just shall live by 
e his faith.’ Not merely live faith; but live by his faith. 
{nd to confirm this sentiment, the Apostle so often quotes 
his words. Nor is thisall; for he tells us what influence 
faith had on his own spiritual life. “ For 1, through the 
” law, am dead to the law, that I might live unto God. I 
am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; and the 
. life which I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of 
" the Son of God.” And if we look into the 11th chapter 
4 oi Hebrews, we shall find, that saints Have ever derived 
" their strength, their hopes, and their consolations from 
” invisible objects, clearly seen and realized, by the eye 
= of faith, When saints are in the lively faith of invisi- 
we ble objects, they feel near to God, and God near to them; 
” they feel near to heaven, and heaven near to them; 
- they feel strong in the Lord and in the power of his 
might, and rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glo- 
“a ry. And it was wholly owing to their faith, that the 
be primiti: > Christians could say, “* As dying, and behold we 
“i live ; as chastened, and not killed; as sorrowful, yet al- 
7 "ways rejoicing ; as having nothing, and yet possessing all 
& ff things.” The present subject suggests the following re- 
marks. 
a 1. If true saints live by faith, then those who do not 
live by faith, are not sincere christians. There are no 
- dead christians. Some seem to suppose, that real saints 
“2 | may live a great while in stupidity and unbelief, and at 
s length awake out of their stupor, and appear and feel 
like real saints. But this is not the bible account of 


saints. They are represented as alive, and as living by 
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faith. Many no doubt have had a realizing sense of jn 
visible objects, which have given them distress, and then 
given them pleasure, who were never the subjects of 
saving faith. But the subjects of saving faith, live by 
faith. For their faith flows from love to invisible ob- 
jects. And this love makes them keep sight of them 
Agreeably to our Saviour’s observation.” « Where 
your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” But 
others, who never loved the objects of faith, generally 
soon lose all sense of them, and return back to the ob- 
jects of sight, and live by sight and not by faith. So the 
apostle characterized apostates. “ Now the just shall 
live by faith ; but if any man draw back my soul shall 
have no pleasure in him. But we are not of them that 
draw back unto perdition ; but of them that believe to 
the saving of the soul.” 

2. If true saints live by faith in invisible objects ;~ 
then they have a growing evidence of their good estate 
They have the evidence which arises from repeated 
views of the same great and gi:rious objects. Or in 
other words, they have the evidence of persevereuce, 
which is one ofthe best evidences in their iavor. 

Besides, they have the evidence of clearer and c'ear- 
er views. “ The path of the just, who live by faith, is 
as the shining light, that shineth more and more unio 
the perfect day.” 

Accordingly we find the bible saints always appeared 
the best, at the close of life. Atvaham, Isaac, Jacob, 
Moses, Joshua, Samuel, David, Solomon, and the Apos 
tles Paul and John had the clearest and strongest faith 
and the brightest hopes and fullest joys near the close 
of their lives 





































1823 VISITOR. 355 


Self-denial produces happiness. 


If mankind really believed that religion would afford 
them present, as well as future happiness, they would 
be very desirous to become religious, as soon as possi- 
ble. But they naturally imagine there is something 
in the very nature of religion, which tends to destroy all 
present happiness and to fill the mind with very gloémy 
and painful feelings. This idea always occurs while 
they are reading and learning what Christ said concera- 
ing self-denial, as the sum and comprehension of his re- 
ligion. Hence they feel astrong propensity to neglect it 
till they can find no other source of happiness. But our 
Savior found a pleasure in all the self-denial he exer- 
cised and assured those who heard him preach, that they 
should find the same pleasure in the exercise of the 
same spirit. And that christian self-denial will produce 
real happiness may appear from the following observa- 
tions. 

1. It is inits own nature a pleasant and agreeable exer- 
cise. It is good will to others, or the purest kind of 
benevolence. It is the most agreeable exercise, that 
ever took place in any intelligent being. It is the essen- 
tial happiness of the Deity. It was the essential felicity 
of Christ, while he tabernacled in flesh. And it is the 
finest feeling of every benevolent heart. Hear what 
God himself says concerning his benevolent feelings.— 
| ‘ Let him that glorieth, glory in this, that he understand- 
’ "i eth and knoweth me, that lam the Lord which exer- 

cise loving kindness, judgment, and righteousness in the 

; earth : forin these things, J delight, saith the Lord.”-~- 
And the prophet Micah says, +“ God delighteth in mercy.” 

Our Saviour said, while he went about doing good, 


and was in the exercise of real and great self-denal, “ My 
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yoke is easy and my burden is light.” And again, «I de. 
light to do thy will, O God; yea, thy law is within my 
heart.” He found a peculiar pleasure in the very exer- 
cise of self-denial. Paul said, “ J take pleasure in infirmi- 
ties, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in dis- 
tresses for Christs sake.” And speaking in the name 
of christians he said, “ As sorrowful, yet always rejoic- 
ing.” And when the apostles had been beaten, we are 
told, “ They departed from the couneil, rejoicing that 
they were counted worthy to suffer shame for the name 
of Christ.” And again, we are told, “ They took joyful. 
ly, the spoiling of their goods.” Though self-denial may 
be connected with pain and distress, yet the exercise of 
this affection is always in its own nature agreeable.--- 
Tho’ neither pain nor affliction is joyous, but grievous, 
yeta willingness to endure it is always pleasant. Hence 
there is nothing absurd in the account of the apostles’ 
singing praises in the prison, or in the martyrs exulting 
and praising God in the midst of fire and faggots. The 
reason is, that self-denial is in its own nature a most 
pleasing exercise of heart. 

2. Self-denial is productive of happiness, because it 
unites and harmonizes all the powers and faculties of 
the mind. Selfishness sets all these at variance, an 
creates a warfare between the heart, the reason, anil 
the conscience. Every person feels in the exercise of 
selfishness, that he is acting against his reason and con- 
science, which forbid him to desire or seek his own 
private happiness, in opposition to the glory of God, and 
the good of his fellow creatures His selfish heart con- 
tradicts the plain dictates of his reason and conscience. 
This makes the wicked like the troubled sea, when it 
cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. Sellf- 
ishness gives no peace to the mind, but sets all its natu- 
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ral and moral powers at variance, and creates that 
wounded spirit, which is of all things the most painful 
to nature. But self-denial, on the other hand, unites 
and harmonizes all the powers of the soul. It is agree- 
able to reason and conscience, to deny ourselves, and to 
seek and promote the good of others, in preference to 
our own good. Hence, says Solomon, “a good man 
shall be satisfied from himself.’ And our Lord assures 
sinners, that they should find comfort in exercising the 
same self-denial, that he exercised. “* Come unto me 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. ‘Take my yoke upon you and learn of me, 
for 1am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest 
unto your souls.” As soon as awakened and heavy la- 
den sinners, become meek and lowly in heart, and feel 
the spirit of real self-denial, they find rest unto their 
souls. Their minds are at ease, and their reason, con- 
science, and heart entirely harmonize. Their forme 
conflict, arising from their selfishness and enmity ceases, 
and their souls are like a summer sea, when not a breath 
of air flies over its surface. They have peace of con- 
science, and joy in the Holy Ghost. This is a peculiar 
happiness which results from self-denial, and can flow 
from no other source. It produces that rest, that peace. 
and self-enjoyment, which a selfish heart never pro 
duces, and which a stranger to religion never knows. 
3. Seli-denial is productive of happiness, as it makes 
men rejoice in all the good they see others enjoy. Self- 
denial consists in preferring the good of others to ou 
own good, and therefore necessarily produces a joy in 
the good of all others that isseen. The scripture abun- 
dantly teaches, that disinterested love or true self-denial 
produces joy and rejoicing in the good of others. It is said 
there is more joy over one sinner that repenteth, than 








358 THE CHRISTIAN Ocr 


over ninety and nine just persons that need no repent- 
ance. And our Saviour said, that self-denial would give 
his true disciples all the good which resulted from it 
“And Jesus answered and said, verily, I say unto you, 
there is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sis- 
ters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, 
for my sake and the gospel’s, but he shall receive an hun- 
dred-fold row, 1x THs Time, houses, and brethren, and 
sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with perse- 
cution, and in the world to come eternal life.” This 
looks like a paradox, and nothing can explain it, but the 
nature of self-denial, which causes men to rejoice in all 
the good they see others enjoy, whether in friends, 
houses or lands. For our Saviour speaks of present 
good, in contrast with future good, or eternal life ; and 
asserts, that the giving up of personal good for the pro- 
motion of his cause, and the good of souls, shall bring the 
present enjoyment of all the good that exists in the 
present world. And the Apostie teaches the same doc- 
trine. He says, “ We know that all things work together 
for good to them that love God.” He does not say, 
they shall, in time to come, but they do now work to- 
gether for good; that is, saints by virtue of their benev- 
olent, self-denying spirit, enjoy all the good they behold 
resulting to others as well as to themselves, by the dis- 
pensations of Providence and grace. And this agrees 
with another declaration of the Apostle, when he says to 
the self-denying Christians, “all are yours; whether 
Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or 
death, or things present, or things to come; all are 
yours.” In the exercise of self-denial, Christians do 
enjoy all the good they see in the present state. They 
rejoice in seeing others happy, under the smiles of 
Providence, and under the smiles of God’s countenance 
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They enter into the views and feelings of others, and 
rejoice with them that rejoice. Now it is easy to see, 
that in this respect, self-denial is a most constant and ex- 
tensive source of happiness. It lays a foundation to com- 
ply with that divine precept, ‘rejoice without ceasing, 
rejoice evermore.” The self-denied can always see 
matter of rejoicing in the good of others, and can find a 
happiness in all the good God is displaying to the chil- 
dren of men. 

i. There is not only a natural, but constituted connex- 
ion between self-denial and happiness. Besides giving 
immediate pleasure and satisfaction to the soul, it enti- 
tles those who possess it, to a future and eternal reward 
This our Saviour ofen declared. He said, ** Whosoever 
shall give to drink unto one of these little ones, a cup of 
cold water gnly, in the name of a disciple, verily I say 
unto you, he shall in na wise lose hisreward.” He bid 
his followers “to rejoice and be exceeding glad, while 
under persecution, for great is your reward in heaven.” 
And in the 25th of Matthew, he assures the self-denied, 
that they shall be rewarded for all their acts of self- 
denial, while the selfish shall be punished. 

Though self-denial give peace and rest to the soul, 
and prepares it to rejoice in the good of others, and so 
is its own reward; yet it is so pleasing to God, that he 
has promised to reward it, with the everlasting tokens 
of hisfavor. Hence it appears, that self-denial is, in all 
respects, calculated to produce happiness, and will final- 
ly give perfect peace and blessedness to all who feel 
and express it. 
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The displeasure of God against stupid 
Sinners. 


It would be strange, if it were not common; and that 
it is common, it is stranger still, that those who live un- 
der the light of the gospel, and stated religious instruc- 
tion should live in a state of quictude and unconcern 
about the present and future state of their precious and 
immortal souls. But that sinful and perishing creatures, 
who are placed in a state of probation, and hastening 
fast into the scenes of a boundless eternity, are capable 
of such stupidity has been and still is too evident from 
universal observation and experience. Yet it may be 
presumed, that those who belong to this class of man- 
kind, are very blind to their true state and character, 
when clearly and justly described. Still it may answer 
some good purpose, to hold up the picture of themselves, 
before their eyes, whether they will acknowledge or 
deny the original. It may, however, be proper to pre- 
mise, that there are no sinners, in reality, in a state of 
security or safety ; but there are multitudes, who imag- 
ine they are safe, though the wrath of God continually 
abides upon them. And these are the persons now to be 
described. Here then 1 would observe, 

1. That those may be said to be secure under the 
means of grace, who are unconvinced of the native de- 
pravity of their hearts. Though all men come into the 
world shapen in iniquity, and totally averse from all holy 
and virtuous affections ; yet many of them can live and 
grow up, and enter into all the affairs and concerns of 
the world, without any real conviction, that they are 
enemies to God, and to all righteousness. They will 
not, though often admonished, turn their eyes inward, 
and examine the workings of their own hearts, and the 
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real motives of their own conduct. They view that to 
be good in their hearts, and that to be right in their ac- 
tions, which is altogether sinful, and even an abomina- 
) k tion in the sight of God. ‘This was the case with the 





young man, whose heart was unsanetified, and whose 


eyes were blinded, so as to imagine, that he had obeyed 
from his youth, the laws, which he had always trans- 
| gressed. ‘This was the case with even Paul himself be- 


fore he had understood and felt the weight of the divine 
law. He says, he was alive, and in high hopes, until the 
commandmeazt came, and convinced him, that he was a 
graceless sinner, and utterly destitute of that love to God 
and man, which the divine law expressly required.— 
These two persons lived secure and unconscious of the 
plague of their own hearts, in the land of light, and at 
the fountain head of religious instruction. They were 
setiled on their lees in Jerusalem, where Moses was 
read and the gospel preached. And all at this day, feel 
equally secure, under the means of grace, while they 
continue unconvinced of the nature and total corruption 
of their hearts. ‘This our Saviour plainly intimated, in 
respect to all who have never become acquainted with 
that moral depravity, which is natural to every one of 
Adam’s posterity. ‘The whole need not a physician, 
but they that are sick.” So long as sinners live without 
a realizing sense of being under the reigning power of 
sin, and holden by the cords of their iniquity, they feel 
free, secure and happy. Al) persons of this character 
are secure sinners. ‘They are settled upon their lees, 
aad are strangers to that fountain of sin, which they con- 
tinually carry about in their hearts, notwithstanding all 
the religious light, which has been poured into their 
: understandings. 
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2. Those may be said to be secure, who are unawak- 
ened tosee their danger. While sinners are insensible of 
their guilt, they are always equally insensible of their 
danger. They cannot believe that God is their enemy, 
while they do not believe that they are enemies to him. 
They cannot believe, that the wrath of God abides upon 
them, while they are ignorant of having a carnal mind, 
which is equally opposed to him, and to his law, and to 
all good. Though they are told “ that the wages of sin 
is death, and that God is angry with the wicked every 
day ;*” yet they imagine he has no wrath for them to 
fear, since they have never deserved his eternal dis- 
pleasure. They say in their heart, that the Lord will 
not do good, neither will he do evil to them. ‘hey are 
ready to imagine, that God pays as little regard and at- 
tention to them, as they do to him; and that he is alto- 
gether such an one as themselves. ‘They would not 
punish their enemies or the most guilty of their fellow 
men forever, were it in their power. ‘They console 
themselves with the hope, that God will always treat 
them as kindly as he does at present. ‘They have no 
more apprehension of danger, than if they had made a 
league with death and with hell; or than if they had 
never heard of future and eternal punishment. ‘There 
are thousands and thousands now under the light of the 
gospel, who liye every day in astate of perfect security 
in their own view. Our Saviour has described their 
feelings to the life in the parable of the rich worldiing, 
svho said, he had goods laid up for many years, and re- 
solved to enjoy himself without any painful apprehen- 
sions of future evil. Sueb persons feel as easy and safe, 
as if there were no future state, and no future account 
to be given of their conduct in this life. 1 may now add, 
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3. That the unawakened and unconvinced, are equal- 
ly unrestrained. This naturaily follows from the secure 
tate of their minds. They feel, and speak, and act, 
just as they would, if they were not in a guilty and per- 
shing situation ; and just as others do, who totally dis- 
velieve the existence of God, the truth of the gospel, 
ind the future state of rewards and punishments. They 
nay be, and often are, restrained in their conduct, by 
lower considerations. They may regard their reputa- 
ion, their present personal interest, and the restraints, 
which the customs and manners of the world lay upon 
them. But neither the precepts nor the prohibitions of 
the gospel, nor the hopes, nor fears of futurity, have 
the least restraining influence upon their lives. They 
live without God, without Christ, and without hope in 
the world. They cast off fear and restrain prayer be- 
fore God ; and walk in the way of their hearts and in the 
sight of their eyes, as fully and freely, as if they knew 
there were no God to observe and call them to an ac- 
count for any of their conduct. So God himself repre- 
sents their views and feelings. David, by divine inspi- 
ration, says, ** The fool hath said in his heart, there is 
no God ; they are corrupt ; they are all gone aside ;— 
they are together become unprofitable ; there is none 
that do good, no not one.” The prophet says, the lan- 
guage of their hearts, if not of their lips, is, « Let as eat 
and drink ; for to-morrow we shall die.” And again, 
“« They say in their heart, The Lord will not do good, 
meither will he do evil.” And again they say, “ The 
Lord seeth us not ; ‘The Lord hath forsaken the earth.” 
And the psalmest demands, “ How long shall the wicked 
triumph? How long shall they utter and speak hard 
things ? and all the workers of iniquity boast them- 
selves? Yet they say, the Lord shall notsee ; neither 
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shall the God of Jacob regard it.” God knows how 
much, and how little mankind regard his laws, and his 
restraints. He knows and says sinners pay no re- 
gard to him; but feel, and speak, and act just as they 
would, if they knew there were no creator, nor gover- 
nor, norjudge of the world. And thisis what we mean, by 
being unrestrained. So far as sinners may be said to be 
secure, they are unconvinced, unawakened and unre- 
strained. Whether any under the means of grace are 
always and altogether secure, we pretend not to say 
but that there are many who are commonly and greatly 
secure, there can be no manner of doubt. If their 
words and conduct are the proper index of their hearts, 
it must be supposed, that they are as thoughtless, and 
stupid, and secure, about the concerns of their souls, as 
God represented them to be: and much more so, 
than they are willing to believe, or allow. 1 now pro- 
ceed to show, 

Il. Why Ged is highly displeased with those who are 
so secure under the means of grace. He speaks to sin- 
ners in Jerusalem, who belonged to,the tribe of Judah 
and Benjamin, and whe enjoyed his sacred oracles, and 
were favored with more means of religious instruction, 
than the ten tribes, who had forsaken his house and wor- 
ship in Zion ; or than the heathen nationg round about 
He was indeed offended with the idolatrous nations, whe 
were left to the mere light of nature to discover theii 
duty. He often sent prophets to Ninevah, to ‘Tyre and 
Sidon, and to Babylon, to warn the heathen worid oi 
the righteous judgments, which he was about to bring 
upon them unless they repented and reformed. But 
still he always let the sinners in Zion know, that he 
was more displeased with them, than any other sinner 
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on the face of the earth. ‘ You only of all the families 
of the earth have I known ; therefore, says he, I will 
punish you for your iniquities.” And he did from time 
to time, severely punish the sinners in Zion, who re- 
mained secure and hardened under the means of grace. 
Hence he expostulated with them ina manner, which was 
expressive of their great and aggravated guilt. “ What 
more could I have done to my vineyard, which | have 
not done init? Wherefore, when 1 'ooked that it should 
bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes!’ It was 
Jerusalem he would search with candles, and the sin- 
ners there he would treat with the greatest severity, for 
there security and hardness of heart, under all the means 
of grace, which he so amply afforded them. And he is 
now most highly displeased with those, who, under the 
means of grace, settle down upon their lees, and live in 
habitual stupidity, in respect to their guilt and danger. 
There are plain and obvious reasons, why he should be 
greatly offended at their conduct, under such circam- 
stances. For, 

1. They disregard all the instructions of his word.— 
He has writen to them the great things of his law and 
gospel. In the scriptures, he has drawn their charac- 
ters, and described their condition to the life. He has 
told them, that by one man sin entered the world, and 
death by sin, and so death passed upon all men, for that 
all have sinned. He has told them, not only how they 
became sinners, but how much sin and corruption they 
carry about withgthem in their hearts. He says, that 
every imagination of the thought of their hearts is only 
evil continually ; that their hearts are full of evil; that 
they have not the love of God inthem ;_ but that they 
have a carnal mind, which is total enmity against God, 


ind opposed to all righteousness. These are truths to 
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which all are strangers, who enjoy not the oracles 
of God. 

The heathens neither know how they became sin- 
ners, nor how much their hearts are corrupted and de- 
generated from the primitive rectitude of man. 

Besides, the gospel has brought life and immortality 
to light, aud laid open the great scheme of redemption, 
and in a measure unveiled the invisible scenes and ob- 


jects of the invisible world. And in the full view of 


eternity, God has set before sinners life and death, and 
sincerely invited them to accept of life ; and as solemnly 
warned them to flee from the wrath to come. These 
religious instructions are repeated as often as they read 
the Bible, or hear the gospel preached. So that their 
security necessarily implies a voluntary and obstinate 
disregard to all the light and instruction God has given 
them in his word which was designed and is suited to 
make them wise unto salvation. And has not God abun- 
dant reason {» complain of such disregard to his gra- 
cious calls, and solemn warnings and admonitions? The 
abuse of religious instructions is often represented in 
scripture as the highest aggravation of guilt. So God 
says to the sinners in Zion by Jeremiah: ‘Since 
the day your fathers came out of Egypt unto this day, ! 
have sent unto you all my servants the prophets, daily 
rising up and sending them: yet they hearkened not unto 
me, nor inclined their ear, but hardened their neck.’ And 
hy Zechariah, he says, “* They refused to hearken, and 
pulled away the shoulder, and stopped their ears, that 
they should not hear. Yea, they made their hearts as 
adamant, lest they should hear the law and the words 
of the Lord of hosts.” Solomon says, “ He that being 
often reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be 
destroyed, and that without remedy.” And our Saviour 
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eays, * This is the condemnation, that light is come into 
the world, and men have loved darkness rather than 
light.” All secure sinners under the means of grace, 
are guilty of abusing light, and disregarding all the com- 
mands, warnings and admonitions, which God has given 
them for their good, in his word. And for this, God is 
highly and justly displeased with them. 

2. God is highly displeased with the secure, because 
they disregard all his solemn calls and warnings in his 
providence. He justly expects, that when his judgments 
are abroad in the earth, the inhabitants of the world 
willlearn righteousness. Boththe smiles and frowns of 
divine providence are calculated to awaken the atten- 
tion and alarm the fears of sinners, and so to lead them 
to repentance. But secure sinners will either disregard, 
or misunderstand, or misapply all the dealings of God 
towards themselves, or others. They will shut their 
eyesto the most affecting scenes and objecis presented 
before them; they will shut their ears to the most sol- 
emn calls of providence ; and they will harden their 
hearts, under all the good and evil they experience 
themselves, or see others experience. God says, “ Let 
favor be shewed to the wicked, and he will not learn 
righteousness.” And he says, “ he poured upon the sin- 
ner in Zion the fury of his anger, and it set him on fire 
round about, yet he knew not; and it burned him, yet 
he laid it not to heart.” The secure will not regard the 
operations of God in his providence, nor acknowledge 
his hand in any thing they enjoy or suffer. God means 
to instruct the world by the dispensations of his provi- 
dence, and give the inhabitants of the earth an opportu- 
nity to learn their dependence upon him, and obligations 
tohim. God speaketh once, yea, twice, yet the secure 


perceive it not. This is highly displeasing to God. So 
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says he by his prophet Isaiah, “« Wo to them that regard 
not the work ef the Lord, neither consider the operation 
of his hands.” Hence, Elihu says to the secure sinner. 
‘¢ Because there is wrath, beware lest he take thee away 
with his stroke.” ‘ 
3. God is highly displeased with secure sinners, be- 
cause they disregard not only the instructions of his 
word and providence, but the instructions, warnings, and 
admonitions of his people. The sinners in Jerusalem. 
who were settled on their lees, lived among the friends 
of God, who loved his cause, who sighed and cried for 
the sins of the secure, and who carried them in their 
hearts to the throne of divine grace. This the prophet 
told them, and no doubt the people of God themselves. 
who expressed their tender concern for them, by theii 
counsels, by their warnings and admonitions, as well as 
by their examples. It.is much more criminal in sinners to 
settle down upon their lees, and lull themselves in security 
among the people of God, than in other less instructive 
circumstances. God raises up some, and sets them as a 
city on a hill, to make them the light of the world, and 
lead the thoughtless and stupid to know and acknowledge, 
and serve God. And for the secure to disregard the 
light which such exhibit, and break over the restraints 
which such lay upon them, greatly offends God, and ag- 
gravates their guilt, and exposes them to ruin. Besides, 
4. God is highly displeased with the secure under 
the means of grace, because they resist the strivings ot 
his Spirit. So long as God continues the season of grace 
to the secure, so long he continues to strive with them 
by his Holy Spirit. Thus he continued to strive with 
the old world of the ungodly, until they were utterl) 
destroyed. Thus he strove with sinners in Isaiah’s day, 
who resisted the motions of the Spirit. ‘ But they re 
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belled and vexed his Holy Spirit; and therefore he was 
turned to be their enemy.” And Stephen told the stu- 
pid sinners in Zion, “ Ye stiff-necked and uncircumcised 
in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost : 
as your fathers did, so do ye.” All secure sinners ar- 
rive at their state of security, by resisting the instruc- 
tions of the gospel, the means of grace, and the strivings 
of the Spirit. It is only by degrees, and by great ef- 
forts, that they can setile down on their lees; and hence 
it is, that their gmlt is so great, and God is so highly 
displeased at their criminal stupidity. 

The subject suggests the following remarks : 

1. If sinners may be secure under the means of grace, 
then we learn their great moral depravity, which can 
have such a blinding influence over their understandings. 
It seems as though rational, immortal, perishing creat- 
ures could not be easy andsecure under those means of 
grace, which God uses withthem. And nothing can ac- 
count for this, but moral depravity, and that which is to- 
tal. God speaks of it as matter of astonishment, that 
sinners in Zion, should be so stupid. ** Hear O heavens! 
and give ear, Oearth!” He calls upon those who had 
lived in his vineyard, to judge between him and them- 
selves—and he calls upon them to arise, and contend be- 
fore the mountains, and let the hills hear their voice.— 
‘¢ Hear ye, O mountains, the Lord’s controversy, and ye 
strong foundations of the earth ; for the Lord hath a con- 
troversy with his people, and he will plead with Israel.” 

2. If sinners are so apt to become seeure under the 
means of grace, then they have a propensity to run in- 
to theoretical as well as practical infidelity. There is 
reason to believe, that all theoretical infidelity springs 
from practical, as its primary source. Sinners first wish 
there were no God, and then endeavour to banish the 
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thoughts of him; but if they cannot do this, then they 
endeavour to reason themselves into the belief, that 
there is none. If they do not, it is not owing toa want ot 
a disposition. All would be atheists if they could. 
3. If sinners may grow secure under the means of 
' grace, then the means of grace may have a harden- 
\ ing as well as a softening influence upon their hearts. 
4. If sinners may grow secure under the means of 
grace, then all the methods they take for present com- 
fort, tend to fix them down in perfect and fatal security 
They are constrained to take methods for present peace, : e1 
under the means of grace; but often they do not intend , 
to become entirely stupid and secure. They mean to 
attend and hear and feel, at a more convenient season ; : 
but the methods they take are dangerous. : . 
5. If sinners naturally grow stupid and secure under [7% si 
the means of grace, then Ged is urder no obligation to 
them, to awaken, or convince, or convert them. The . 
means he uses, and they abuse, must leave God blame- a 
less, and them guilty. 
6. If sinners will become secure under the means of 
grace, if they can, then there is no hope in their cage, __ 
but from God’s sovereign, special grace. : 
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EXTRACTS. 


The nature of True Faith. 


[hey who oppose faith to sensibility and all gracious 
xercise of heart are grossly erroneous and absurd in 
their notion of true spiritual sensibility and of faith, and 
they wholly pervert and misapply the words of the apos- 
tle Paul, when he says, * We live by faith, and not by 
sight,” for he does not here oppose faith to spiritual 
sight and sensibility of heart ; but to the discerning and 
sight of the things of this present world. Not living by 
sight is the same with not looking at the things which 
ire seen. 

Faith is spiritual sight and sensibility of heart, and 
where the one is not, the other cannot exist, and to at- 
tempt to distinguish and seperate them is just as unrea- 
sonable and absurd as to attempt to make two different 
things of that which is one and the same thing. Spirit- 
ual sight and discerning of invisible things, or the truth 
revealed in the gospel, imply sensibility and exercise of 
heart, and in this true faith consists, or this is the es- 
sence of faith, so that where this is not, there is no true 
faith; for with the heart, man believeth, and none have 
saving faith but they who believe the truths of the gos_ 
pel with all their heart. Faith worketh by love. That 
is, faith acts and operates efficaciously by love. Love is 
the life and active nature of faith; so that where there 
is no love, there is no faith, but that which is a lifeles. 


dead one. Faith purifieth the heart, it is itself purity 
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of heart by which it sees God, and ec: nsequently all 
those invisible things whieh are implied in his Being and 
perfections, and which he has revealed to man. Faith 
is the single eye which belongs to the heart, is the same 
with purity of heart, by which the mind sees the truth 
and is filled with spiritual light, love and holy affection. 
There is therefore no such thing possible as living by 
faith, without spiritual sight and that sensibility of heart 
in which is implied the exercise of every christian grace ; 
for this-is a plain contradiction, and a dangerous error 
So that they are undera great delusion, who think that 
they are living, in this sense by faith and not by sight ; fo 
this is the same with living and not living by faith. Such eith- 
er have no idea of faith, or they mean by it a mere specu- 
lative belief which wicked men and devils may have 
Or by faith they mean a persuasion or belief that Christ 
died for them, that they are interseted in all the prom- 
ises of the covenant of grace, &c. ‘This indeed appears 
io be the meaning of most, if not all of those of whom | 
um now speaking. ‘They hold that saving faith is believ- 
ing that Christ is my Saviour, and that consequently all 
his promises are mine, &c. or that this belief is neces- 
sarily implied in saving faith, and essential to it. They 
contend that this faith is not founded on any evidence 
from within ourselves, any exercise of heart, of love to 
God, &c. but it is a direct persuasion and undoubting be- 
lief that Christ died for me and is mine and will save me, 
without any evidence that 1 have any sensibility or 
friendliness of heart towards his character, or conscious- 
ness of any thing in me different from what was always 
there, or from what any maninthe world has. In short, 
it is a faith or belief not grounded on any evidence dis- 
cerned in ourselves, by which we differ from any other 
sinner, and to which any promise is made ; and without 
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ny evidence of what we believe from the bible or any 
reason whatever. ‘This is with them a strong heroic 
faith, and even the only true saving faith ; for it is their 
opinion that men cannot have any grace in their hearts, 
such as love to Christ, repentance, &c. until they believe 
that Christ loves them and died for them. That faith 
and persuasion being the cause or ground of every chris- 
tian grace, and true sensibility and gracious affectioa of 
the heart. Hence they think that looking for any such 
thine in ourselves, as an eviderce that we have an inter- 
est in Christ and shall be saved by him, is an uncertain 
and legal way of obtaining assurance, and not to be de- 
pended on, and will be attended with endless doubts and 
uncertainty, at best ; yet | am certain that the senti- 
ments concerning love to God, faith in Jesus Christ, and 
ssurance of an interest in him now mentioned, cannot 
be true, but are gross delusion ; and they, whose exer- 
crcises of heart, and experimental religion are wholly 
built upon these principles, are awfully deluded, and 
strangers to realreligion. I will now mention some of 
he reasons on which my assurance of this is grounded. 

Such a faith has no evidence of what is believed, and 
therefore is without foundation, and a mere delusion.— 
They say it is believing that of which there is no evi- 
dence from scripture, sense or reason ; and this implies 
that it is contrary to scripture, sense and reason, for 
what is not agreeable to these must be contrary to them. 
And we are certain it is contrary to reason and scripture 
to believe without any evidence, and the latter abund- 
antly declures that they have no interest in Christ, who 
do not come to him, and are not possessed of that which 
implies love to him. Therefore sucha belief is a delu- 
sion and a belief of a lie 
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Such a faith is not the faith which the gospel describes 
No such faith is spoken of as saving faith. It does not 
consist in believing Christ is mine, &c. but in believing 
with all the heart that he is the son of God, &c. And 
the evidence that we have this faith and those things 
which are implied in it, is the only good evidence we can 
have, according to scripture or the reason and nature of 
things, that Christ is our Savior. This leads to anothe: 
particular, 

The assurance a man gets that Christ is his Saviour, 
only by believing it to be true without any evidence, is 
always false assurance, and only the belief of a lie.— 
There is no other true assurance or belief that Christ 
is our Saviour, but that which is grounded on evidence 
that something has taken place in us which implies a 
new heart, and real love to him, which is real holiness. 
So that sanctification of heartis the only good evidence 
any one can have of justification, or an interest in Christ. 

This plan is wholly built upon selfishness, and accord- 
ing to it self-love is the foundation of love to God, and 
of all christian grace. Therefore in order to our loving 
God, we must believe he loves us, and Christ died for us, 
&c. But this is not true love to God. And all the re- 
ligion which is built on this plan is nothing but a piece ot 
selfishness, which according to scripture and reason is 
not true religion, but wickedness. 


Humbling Dispensations. 

The many troubles and humiliating mortifications, 
which are frequently met with, by good men in the pres- 
ent life, are wisely and kindly ordered in providence, to 
teach them what they are, and what they deserve, and 
to meeten and prepare them for a better world. 
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Moses, the man of God, in his long farewell sermon to 
the people of Israel, admonished them to remember 
how the Lord had led them forty years, through a 
creat and terrible wilderness, wherein were serpents, 
and scorpions, and drought; where was no water, to 
humble them and prove them, to know or to let it be 
known by them, what was in their hearts. And the 
same may be said to christians, who have lived many 
vears, in this world of sin and misery. If they have 
passed through poverty, and through evil report; if they 
have had a few cordial friends, and some bitter enemies; 
ifthey have met with many afflictions, and have enjoyed 
little outward comfort; they should not murmur or 
complain, but rather give thanks: remembering and be- 
lieving, that God has led them in the right way, to acity 
that hath foundation ; to the promised land, the heaven- 
ly Canaan. Though afflictions, infirmities, poverty, neg- 
lect and contempt, for the present are not joyous but 
grievous; they may afterwards yield the peaceable fruits 
of righteousness. ‘Though they are bitter pills, and 
painful in their operation, they may be salutary; and 
we certainly very necessary, as evacuants, in our present 
bloating distempers. Such bitter trials will make heav- 
en the sweeter, to those who are truly humbled by 
them 

Let us ever be much upon our guard against being 
proud; and let learning humility, be our constant care 
and study. Itis one of the wise sayings collected by the 
son of Sirachin the book of Ecclesiastieus, “Pride was 
jot made for man.” And certainly, if we take a just 
estimate of fallen man, it must be obvious that there is 
nothing in his present circumstances or character, for 
which he has any reason to be lifted up with pride. Do 
any pride themselves in their riches, and boast of their 
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large estates? Let them remember that these often fall 
to the lot of the most unworthy. Let them remember 
also, that riches often make themselves wings, and fly 
away suddenly as an eagle; and that, as we brought 
nothing into the world, so we can carry nothing out.— 
Are any proud of their birth? let them remember, that 
their first parents were turned out of paradise and that 
they are the descendants from a long list of ancestors, all 
whose blood was tainted and who were condemned to 
death as traitors. Are any proud of their good name! 
let them remember that those things which are highly 
esteemed among men, are many times abomination in 
the sight of God. 


POETRY. 


Faith’s Review and Expectation. 


AMAZING grace! (how sweet the sound!) 
‘hat sav’d a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 


‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear. 
And grace my fears reliev’d ; 

How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believ'd! 


Thro’ many dangers, toils, and snares 
I have already come ; 

’Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 
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The Lord has promis’d good to me, 
His word my hope secures ; 

He will my shield and portion be, 
As long as life endures. 


Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail, 
And mortal life shall cease ; 

‘ yall possess, within the vail, 
A In. of joy and peace. 


The earth sha. ~von dissolve like snow. 
The sun forbear te hine ; 


But God, who call’d me he.. 


below, 
Will be forever mine. 


FRIEND. 

Come, let our hearts and voices join, 
To praise the Saviour’s name ; 
Whose truth and kindness are divine, 

Whose love’s a constant flame. 


When most we need his gracious hand, 
This friend is always near ; 

With heav’n and earth at his command, 
He waits to answer pray’r. 


His love no end nor measure knows, 
No change can turn its course ; 
Immutably the same it flows 
From one eternal source. 


When frowns appear to veil his face, 
And clouds surround his throne. 
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He hides the purpose of his grace, 
To make it better known. 


And when our dearest comforts fall 
Before his sov’reign will, 

He never takes away our all 
Himself he gives us still ! 


Our sorrows in the scale he weighs, 
And measures out our pains; 

The wildest storm his word -?©Y8 - 
His word its rage r- rains ! 


TRIALS 
‘TIS my happiness below 
Not to live without the cross ; 
But the Saviour’s pow’r to know. 
Sanctifying ev’ry loss. 


‘Trials must and will befall ; 
But, with humble faith, to see 

Love inscrib’d upon them all 
This is happiness to me 


God, in Israel, sows the seeds 
Of affliction, pain and toil : 

These spring up and choak the weeds 
Which would else o’erspread the soi! 


Trials make the promise sweet ; 
Trials give new life to pray’r ; 

Trials bring me to his feet: 

Lay me low, and keep me there 























